














Recent Internal Investigations 

During the 2016 calendar year, there was ! Internal Affairs Unit investigation that involved use 

of force. That case is still being investigated at this time. This is a considerable decrease in the 

number from 2015 which was 5. However, it must also still be noted that a high profile Use of 

Force investigation was conducted in 2013 that resulted in three officers separating from the 

department and each one pleading guilty to a felony and misdemeanor charge. This incident is 

still used as an example of what not to do during a response to resistance. The focus is 

three fold. Officers are trained to foster community relationships through engagement, 

communication, and accountability. In the five years previous to 2016, there have been twenty 

three I.A.U. investigations for excessive or unnecessary force. Of the twenty three allegations 

over that period of time, 7 resulted in sustained use of force infractions. Five of those incidents 

occurred in 2013 and the other two occurred in 2012. The three years prior had no sustained 

allegations for Use of Force. The department's response in somewhat recent history may have 

played a role in changing the way officers view and react to force situations. 

Education Level of Officers 

The 2014 Annual Response to Resistance Report made reference to an article in the March 10 

edition of "Police Quarterly" which focused on research done for a thesis authored by Jason 

Rydberg which cited a correlation between force usage and the education level on the officers 

involved.1 Last year's report indicated that The Knoxville Police Department may be the

beneficiary of decreased force usage due to a recent increase in the number of officers who 

possess a 4 year degree. In 2006, when force usage was at an all-time high (316 incidents), the 

department had 101 officers with a four year degree. In eight short years the department 

expanded that number to 193 officers. In essence, force usage dropped by 59% in 8 years while 

the number of 4 year degrees increased by 91 %. 

1 Rydberg, Jason, "The Effect of Higher Education on Police Behavior." (Michigan State: 2009)
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