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IMPORTANT BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPLICATION INFORMATION 

PRIOR TO SUBMITTING A VARIANCE APPLICATION, PLEASE REACH OUT TO A ZONING EXAMINER. 

• Multiple variance requests may be listed on one application as long as it is for the same 
property.

• Applications must be submitted digital (no paper copies) and signed by the applicant. You 
may print, sign and send as PDF.

• Applications must include site plans, elevations and any other relevant information (i.e. 
photos) associated with the hardship for which they are applying.

• Applicant must describe the hardship conditions that apply to the variance request.  Please 
note that mere loss in value does not justify a variance; there must be a deprivation of 
beneficial use of land.

• Correspondence will only be directed to the person listed as the applicant, please ensure 
this information is accurate.

• Do not list a company as the applicant. You may fill it out with the applicant name o/b/o 
company name.  (Ex:  John Public o/b/o ABC company)

• Parcel #, City Council District # and Zoning District can be found in the "Maps" tab on the 
left side of the page at https://www.kgis.org/KGISMaps/

• Due to size constraints, please limit your documentation file sizes, as well as only submitting 
information pertinent to your variance request .

• Once the Public Notice is submitted to be published, no new documentation will be added 
to the packets.

• Variance application fee is $250 per variance request.

• A member of our staff will reach out with payment instructions at a later date, after all staff 
reviews have been completed.  We accept Visa, Mastercard & Discover and checks made 
payable to: City of Knoxville

• Email completed applications to bldginspections@knoxvilletn.gov

• Incomplete applications will be returned for resubmission. 

https://permits.knoxvilletn.gov/Department-Contact-List/Zoning-Division-Staff
https://www.kgis.org/KGISMaps/
mailto:bldginspections@knoxvilletn.gov


Owner

Contractor

Tenant

Other 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE______________________________________________________________________DATE______________________

Other______________________

Extension of Non-Conforming Use/or Structure

Map Interpretation   

  Zoning Variance (Building Permit Denied) 

 Appeal of Administrative Official's Decision

File #

 BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPLICATION

APPLICANT INFORMATION APPLICANT IS: THIS PROPOSAL PERTAINS TO:

Name (Individual not company) 

Street Address

New Structure

Off Street Parking

Signage Phone Number

Modification of Existing Structure

City, State, Zip

Applicant Email 

DESCRIPTION OF APPEAL

Street Address City, State, Zip

and Zoning District

VARIANCE REQUIREMENTS

City of Knoxville Zoning Ordinance Article 16, Section 16.3
The City of Knoxville Board of Zoning Appeals shall have the power and authority to grant variances from terms of this ordinance according to the procedure 

and under the restrictions set out in this section. 

The purpose of the variance is to modify the strict application of the specific requirements of this ordinance in the case of exceptionally irregular, narrow, 

shallow or steep lots, or other exceptional physical conditions, whereby such strict application would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship 

which would deprive an owner of the reasonable use of his land. The variance shall be used only where necessary to overcome some obstacle which is 

preventing an owner from using his property as the zoning ordinance intended. 

I hereby certify that I am the authorized applicant, representing ALL property owners involved in this request and that all 

owners have been notified of this request in writing.

APPLICANT AUTHORIZATION

Describe your project and why you need variances.

Describe hardship conditions that apply to this variance. 

See KGIS.org for Parcel #

PROPERTY INFORMATION

THIS IS A REQUEST FOR:  

Please reach out to a City of Knoxville Zoning Examiner about your project before submitting a variance application.

City Council District #

Site plans and any other relevant information associated with the hardship must accompany this application.

INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED FOR RESUBMISSION. ALL INFORMATION IS REQUIRED. rev 1/24

(office use only)





KNOXVILLE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS


2021
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING:  


Third Tuesday of each month 
4:00 p.m.


Small Assembly Room  - Unless published differently.
City County Building


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Board of Zoning Appeals Offi ce


865-215-4473


FEES:
Variance Application. . . . . . $250/Late  Application . . . . . $500


Appeal . . . . . . .  $130


(Late variance applications may be fi led one week past the deadline for $500)


THE CITY OF 
KNOXVILLE BOARD OF 


ZONING APPEALS 
BOARD MEMBERS


Christina Bouler


Term:1/1/2020 - 12/31/2024


Eboni James


Term: 02/01/2021 - 01/31/2026 


Don Horton


T erm: 02/14/2017 - 02/13/2022


Daniel Odle


Term: 11/15/2018 - 12/31/2023


Grant Rosenberg


Term: 01/01/2020 - 12/31/2024


APPLICATION DEADLINES MEETING DATE


  DECEMBER 10, 2020 - Noon JANUARY 19, 2021


  JANUARY 14, 2021 - Noon FEBRUARY  16, 2021


FEBRUARY 11, 2021 - Noon  MARCH 16, 2021


MARCH 11, 2021 - Noon APRIL 20, 2021


APRIL 8, 2021 - Noon MAY 18, 2021


   MAY 13, 2021 - Noon JUNE 15, 2021


JUNE 10, 2021 - Noon JULY 20, 2021


JULY 8, 2021 - Noon AUGUST 17, 2021


AUGUST 12, 2021 - Noon SEPTEMBER 21, 2021


SEPTEMBER 9, 2021 - Noon OCTOBER 19, 2021


OCTOBER 14, 2021 - Noon NOVEMBER 16, 2021


NOVEMBER 11, 2021 - Noon DECEMBER 21, 2021


DECEMBER 9, 2021 - Noon JANUARY 18 2022


*Application Deadline dates that fall on a holiday  (Thursday)  will be due by noon the Wednesday before. 
Please direct comments regarding BZA applications to City staff , 865-215-4473. Board 
member contact information is not provided due to the size of the board and the Open 
Meetings Act.











