
CITY OF KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
 

City Council 
   

AGENDA INFORMATION SHEET 
 
  
   

Updated: 11/22/2021 8:33 AM  Page 1 

AGENDA DATE:  December 14, 2021 

 

DEPARTMENT:  Engineering 

 

DIRECTOR:   Harold Cannon 

 

 

 

AGENDA SUMMARY An Ordinance to amend the Knoxville City Code, Chapter 17, Article 

VI, Division 1, § 17-262 to lower the unposted speed limit on City roadways by five miles 

per hour. 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED  

All 

BACKGROUND  

At Section 17-262, the Knoxville City Code establishes a default speed limit of 30 miles per 

hour for all unposted roadways, known as the regulatory speed limit.  The Department of 

Engineering is recommending a reduction in the regulatory speed limit to 25 miles per hour 

in order to enhance roadway safety for all users where no other speed limit has been set. 

OPTIONS  

Approve or deny 

RECOMMENDATION  

Approve 

ESTIMATED PROJECT SCHEDULE  

Not applicable.  

PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW  

None 

FISCAL INFORMATION  

None 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 ordinance, 17-262 (DOC) 

 17-262 Unposted Speed Limit redline (DOCX) 
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Ordinance (ID # 8684)  Meeting of December 14, 2021 

Updated: 11/22/2021 8:33 AM  Page 2 

 

 
HISTORY: 

11/30/21 City Council APPROVED FIRST READING AMENDED 
 Next: 12/14/21 

Council Member Rider moved to approve the ordinance, and Council Member Smith 

seconded the motion. 

Speaking in support of the ordinance: 

Caroline Cooley, 903 Windgate St 

Discussion: 

Council Member Rider, Mr. Cannon, Chief Thomas, Vice-Mayor McKenzie, Mayor Kincannon, 

and Council Member Parker 

Council Member Parker moved to amend the ordinance to change the effective date to July 

1, 2022. Council Member Fugate seconded the motion to amend. 

Discussion: 

Council Member Fugate, Mayor Kincannon, Council Member Roberto, Mr. Cannon, Ms. 

Cooley, Council Members Rider and Testerman, Vice-Mayor McKenzie, Mr. Swanson, Council 

Members Thomas and Smith, and Chief Thomas 

Upon unanimous voice-vote, the motion to amend the ordinance carried. 

Upon unanimous voice-vote, the motion to approve the ordinance carried, as amended, on 

first reading.  
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AMENDED 
11-30-2021 

 
 
 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
KNOXVILLE TO AMEND 
THE KNOXVILLE CITY 
CODE, CHAPTER 17, 
ARTICLE VI, DIVISION 1, § 
17-262 TO LOWER THE 
UNPOSTED SPEED LIMIT 
ON CITY ROADWAYS BY 
FIVE MILES PER HOUR.   
  

 
 
ORDINANCE NO: _________________ 
 
REQUESTED BY:  Engineering_______ 
PREPARED BY: Law_________________ 
 
APPROVED ON 1ST  
READING: ______11-30-2021__________ 
APPROVED ON 2ND 
READING: _________________________ 
APPROVED AS AN EMERGENCY 
MEASURE: _________________________ 
 
MINUTE BOOK: ________ PAGE ______ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 17, Article VI, Division 1, § 17-262 of the Knoxville City Code 

of Ordinances sets forth certain maximum speed limits on all roadways within the City 

where no speed limit is posted by sign; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Knoxville Department of Engineering recommends a 

change to Chapter 17, Article VI, Division 1, § 17-262 in order to improve the safety of 

unposted roadways, most of which are in residential areas; and  
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WHEREAS, Chapter 17, Article VI, Division 1, § 17-262 currently establishes the 

maximum speed for unposted roadways as 30 miles per hour; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Knoxville’s Director of Engineering finds that in many 

instances within the City, roadway safety for all users will be improved with lower speed 

limits, to include the unposted roadways; and  

 WHEREAS, the City desires to modify the existing City Code Chapter 17, Article 

VI, Division 1, § 17-262 to implement this recommendation. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF KNOXVILLE: 

SECTION 1:  Chapter 17, Article VI, Division 1, § 17-262 of the Code of 

Ordinances is hereby amended by deleting Section 17-262 in its entirety and substituting in 

lieu the following: 

Sec. 17-262. - Maximum limits established. 

 

Except when a special hazard exists that requires lower speed for compliance with 

section 17-261, the limits specified in this section or established as authorized in this 

division shall be maximum lawful speeds, and no person shall drive a vehicle at a speed 

in excess of such maximum limits: 

 

(1) Fifteen (15) miles per hour during a recess period or during a period of forty 

(40) minutes before the opening hour of a school or a period of forty (40) 

minutes after the closing hour of a school, while children are actually going to 

or leaving school. 

 

(2) Fifteen (15) miles per hour in alleys. 

 

(3) Twenty-five (25) miles per hour on all streets within the city except those 

covered by subsection (4) of this section. 

 

(4) Fifty-five (55) miles per hour on all highways of the national system of 

interstate and defense highways and other highways which incorporate similar 

design and access control features. 
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 SECTION 2:    If any section or sections of this Ordinance are held invalid, such 

invalidity shall not affect other provisions or sections of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 3: This Ordinance shall take effect on July 1, 2022, the welfare of the 

City requiring it. 

 

 ___________________________________ 
 Presiding Officer of the Council 
 
 
______________________________ 
Recorder 
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Knoxville City Code, Chapter 17, Article VI, Division 1 

 

 

Sec. 17-262. - Maximum limits established. 

 

Except when a special hazard exists that requires lower speed for compliance with section 

17-261, the limits specified in this section or established as authorized in this division shall be 

maximum lawful speeds, and no person shall drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of such maximum 

limits: 

 

(1) Fifteen (15) miles per hour during a recess period or during a period of 

forty (40) minutes before the opening hour of a school or a period of 

forty (40) minutes after the closing hour of a school, while children are 

actually going to or leaving school. 

 

(2) Fifteen (15) miles per hour in alleys. 

 

(3) Thirty (30) Twenty-five (25) miles per hour on all streets within the city 

except those covered by subsection (4) of this section. 

 

(4) Fifty-five (55) miles per hour on all highways of the national system of 

interstate and defense highways and other highways which incorporate 

similar design and access control features. 
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	Full Agenda
	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
	3. ROLL CALL
	1. Roll Call

	4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
	Minutes of Nov 30, 2021 6:00 PM

	5. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EXTRAORDINARY MATTERS, ADOPTION OF AGENDA
	a. ITEMS WITHDRAWN (Indicated with "W")
	b. ITEMS FOR POSTPONEMENT (Indicated with "P")
	c. ITEMS REQUESTED TO BE ADDED BY MOTION (Indicated with "M")
	d. CONSENT ITEMS (Indicated with "*")
	11k-11n (Pensions) and 12j (202)


	6. MAYOR'S REPORT
	7. REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS OR COMMITTEES
	8. ELECTIONS AND CONFIRMATIONS
	a. 8740 : City Tree Board
	Printout: 8740 : City Tree Board
	a. Resolution

	b. 8753 : Neighborhood Advisory Council
	Printout: 8753 : Neighborhood Advisory Council
	a. Resolution

	c. 8754 : Appoint new members of Audit committee
	Printout: 8754 : Appoint new members of Audit committee
	a. Resolution - Appoint New Members of Audit Committee 2021


	9. ORDINANCES ON SECOND READING
	a. 8718 : Human Resources, adjust compensation and classification plan for employees
	Printout: 8718 : Human Resources, adjust compensation and classification plan for employees
	a. class-comp 11-30-21 retitle-GS

	b. 8684 : Amend Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code, 17-262
	Printout: 8684 : Amend Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code, 17-262
	a. ordinance, 17-262
	b. 17-262 Unposted Speed Limit redline

	c. 8735 : Amend Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code - 17-263
	Printout: 8735 : Amend Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code - 17-263
	a. ordinance, 17-263
	b. 17-263 Speed Limit redline

	d. 8724 : Scooter Permit Ordinance
	Printout: 8724 : Scooter Permit Ordinance
	a. Scooter Ordinance-CM
	b. Ordinance Wording: Shareable PMVs - Ch. 16
	c. Ordinance Wording: Abbrev Motor Vehicles and Traffic - Ch. 17
	d. Ordinance Wording: Parks and Greenways - Ch. 20
	e. Administrative Regulations - Jan. 2022

	e. 8497 : Chapter 14 Horticulture Ordinance
	Printout: 8497 : Chapter 14 Horticulture Ordinance
	a. City Code Chapter 14 - Amending antiquated language - Revised REM2
	b. Chapter_14___HORTICULTURE_ house keeping updates_5-4-21 with changes


	10. HEARINGS ON ZONING MATTERS, APPEALS FROM ACTION OF MPC/BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS OR PLANS REVIEW
	11. RESOLUTIONS
	a. 8512 : Shanklin Flats PILOT
	Printout: 8512 : Shanklin Flats PILOT
	a. RES: Shanklin Lofts
	b. Shanklin Flats Municap Report Sept 25 2021
	c. Architectural Plans, DIA, Shanklin Flats

	b. 8726 : Capital Lofts PILOT
	Printout: 8726 : Capital Lofts PILOT
	a. RES: Capital Lofts - Terminus Real Estate LLC (Developer)
	b. Capital Lofts Proposal
	c. 21_0310_west vine ave
	d. A.302-site plan-color_21_1207

	c. 8725 : 2022 Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG)
	Printout: 8725 : 2022 Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG)
	a. Resolution
	b. Signed GRF EMPG
	c. Draft Letter 2022 Funds

	d. 8729 : 2022 TDOT Urban Transportation Planning Grant
	Printout: 8729 : 2022 TDOT Urban Transportation Planning Grant
	a. resolution, TDOT grant to assess lighting conditions
	b. COK Finance Grant Form 2022 TDOT UTPG

	e. 8689 : Palmetto Road Phase 2 and Sullivan Road Sidewalk - Construction Contract
	Printout: 8689 : Palmetto Road Phase 2 and Sullivan Road Sidewalk - Construction Contract
	a. resolution, Southern Constructors, Palmetto Road Phase 2 and Sullivan Road Sidewalk Project
	b. agreement, Southern Constructors, Palmetto Rd Phase 2 & Sullivan Road Sidewalk Project
	c. Memo to Purchasing - Palmetto Road Phase 2 & Sullivan Road Sidewalk
	d. Bid Summary - Palmetto Road Phase 2 & Sullivan Road Sidewalk

	f. 8733 : 2021 Citywide Facilities Paving Amendment No.1
	Printout: 8733 : 2021 Citywide Facilities Paving Amendment No.1
	a. Resolution, Duracap Asphalt , CO1, 2021 Citywide Facilities Paving Project
	b. CO #1_2021 Citywide Facilities Paving

	g. 8734 : AIS for the SafeSpace Security
	Printout: 8734 : AIS for the SafeSpace Security
	a. RESOL - Allied Universal Security C-22-0195-GS
	b. Allied Universal Security Services C-22-0195-GS-BC
	c. RFP - Security for Safe Space, EXH A
	d. RFP Addendum One - Safe Space EXH A continued
	e. Allied Universal Proposal, Exh B.
	f. Negotiated Points, Exh C

	h. 8749 : Avolve Software Agreement
	Printout: 8749 : Avolve Software Agreement
	a. Resolution
	b. Main Agreement
	c. FINAL Knoxville Cloud MIgration SaaS Workflow Integration Quote NT (Ex. A)11302021
	d. Knoxville Migration Upgrade SOW NT (Ex. B) 11302021
	e. Avolve SaaS Security. Backup. DR. Mgd Services Overview july 2021 (Ex. C)
	f. Knoxville DRAFT PRELIM Data Migration Project Plan 11192021 NT (Ex. F)

	i. 8731 : Agreement with Fred D. (Tony) Thompson
	Printout: 8731 : Agreement with Fred D. (Tony) Thompson
	a. Resolution
	b. Agreement

	j. 8763 : Participant in Opioid Abatement Agreement, Tennessee Plan
	Printout: 8763 : Participant in Opioid Abatement Agreement, Tennessee Plan
	a. Resolution, Opioid Abatement Agreement
	b. Exhibit A- TN State Subdivision Opioid Abatement Agreement

	k. 8736 : Pension - Gerry E. Kirk - Gen Gov
	Printout: 8736 : Pension - Gerry E. Kirk - Gen Gov
	a. Resolution - Gerry E. Kirk - Gen. Gov
	b. GKirk G2

	l. 8737 : Pension - Roger A. Rainey - Gen Gov
	Printout: 8737 : Pension - Roger A. Rainey - Gen Gov
	a. Resolution - Roger A. Rainey - Gen. Gov
	b. RRainey G2

	m. 8738 : Pension - Robert A. Reagan
	Printout: 8738 : Pension - Robert A. Reagan
	a. Resolution - Robert A. Reagan - Gen. Gov
	b. RReagan G2

	n. 8739 : Pension - Scott D. Owens - KFD
	Printout: 8739 : Pension - Scott D. Owens - KFD
	a. Resolution - Scott D. Owens - KFD
	b. Scott Owens C


	12. ORDINANCES ON FIRST READING
	a. 8650 : West City Sector Plan Amendment  6238 Anderson Dr.10-A-21-SP
	Printout: 8650 : West City Sector Plan Amendment  6238 Anderson Dr.10-A-21-SP
	a. Ordinance
	b. 10-A-21-SP_pkg

	b. 8651 : One Year Plan Amendment  6238 Anderson Dr.  10-A-21-PA
	Printout: 8651 : One Year Plan Amendment  6238 Anderson Dr.  10-A-21-PA
	a. Ordinance
	b. 10-A-21-PA_pkg

	c. 8652 : Rezoning   6238 Anderson Drive    8-L-21-RZ
	Printout: 8652 : Rezoning   6238 Anderson Drive    8-L-21-RZ
	a. Ordinance
	b. 8-L-21-RZ_pkg

	d. 8744 : Street closure   11-A-21-SC
	Printout: 8744 : Street closure   11-A-21-SC
	a. Ordinance
	b. 11-A-21-SC_pkg

	e. 8743 : Alley Closure  11-A-21-AC
	Printout: 8743 : Alley Closure  11-A-21-AC
	a. Ordinance
	b. 11-A-21-AC_pkg

	f. 8745 : Street closure   11-B-21-SC
	Printout: 8745 : Street closure   11-B-21-SC
	a. Ordinance
	b. 11-B-21-SC_pkg

	g. 8746 : Street closure   11-C-21-SC
	Printout: 8746 : Street closure   11-C-21-SC
	a. Ordinance
	b. 11-C-21-SC_pkg

	h. 8747 : Street closure   11-D-21-SC
	Printout: 8747 : Street closure   11-D-21-SC
	a. Ordinance
	b. First Creek Exhibit
	c. 11-D-21-SC_pkg

	i. 8748 : Planned Development Multiple addresses 11-A-21-PD
	Printout: 8748 : Planned Development Multiple addresses 11-A-21-PD
	a. ORD: Stadium (File 11-A-21-PD) - aw - CFM Edits
	b. 11-A-21-PD_pkg

	j. 8756 : Community Improvement (202) - 2nd qtr
	Printout: 8756 : Community Improvement (202) - 2nd qtr
	a. 2021-2022 2nd Quarter 202s
	b. 2021-2022  2nd Quarter Appropriations Appendix


	13. PUBLIC FORUM
	14. ADJOURNMENT

	Appendix
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	8.b · 8753 : Neighborhood Advisory Council
	8.b.a · Resolution

	8.c · 8754 : Appoint new members of Audit committee
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	9.a · 8718 : Human Resources, adjust compensation and classification plan for employees
	9.a.a · class-comp 11-30-21 retitle-GS

	9.b · 8684 : Amend Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code, 17-262
	9.b.a · ordinance, 17-262
	9.b.b · 17-262 Unposted Speed Limit redline

	9.c · 8735 : Amend Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code - 17-263
	9.c.a · ordinance, 17-263
	9.c.b · 17-263 Speed Limit redline
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	9.d.a · Scooter Ordinance-CM
	9.d.b · Ordinance Wording: Shareable PMVs - Ch. 16
	9.d.c · Ordinance Wording: Abbrev Motor Vehicles and Traffic - Ch. 17
	9.d.d · Ordinance Wording: Parks and Greenways - Ch. 20
	9.d.e · Administrative Regulations - Jan. 2022
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